184.   NOTES
AN EXCELLENT CHOICE
In selecting Sardar Kharak Singh as the successor to Aga
Mahomed Safdar as President of the Provincial Congress Committee,
the Congress Committee has made an excellent choice. It could
not have done better. In honouring Sardar Saheb the Committee
has honoured itself. The election of Sardar Kharak Singh is also
a delicate compliment paid to the Sikhs for their bravery, sacri-
fice and patriotism. Nowadays the office of President of a Con-
gress Committee, a Khilafat Committee or a Gurdwara Committee
is no sinecure. Prosecution for some offence or another under the
ordinary or extraordinary laws imposed by the Government upon
the people of India almost follows as a matter of course in many
provinces. With the exception of a few provinces, some office-
bearers of the various Committees have contributed their quota to
His Majesty's hotels. I congratulate Sardar Kharak Singh,
therefore, upon his courage in taking up the reins of office at this
stormy period of the nation's career.
SATISFACTORY FOR BOTH PARTIES
The imprisonment of leaders seems to satisfy both the Govern-
ment and the public. It is obvious that they satisfy the Govern-
ment, otherwise they would not have performed the thankless task
of imprisoning leaders. They believe that thereby they will be able
to suppress the non-co-operation movement. It is equally obvious
that the people are satisfied with these imprisonments because the
movement, wherever they take place, is making headway. The
latest instance comes from Nellore. Although this place was doing
steady work it was not pulsating with vitality as it must be doing
now. An esteemed worker writes:1
. . . here too the authorities have been co-operating with the people
to push up our movement. Recently, they have rendered us a distinct
service by awarding a year's rigorous imprisonment to the President, Sec-
retary and three other members of the District Congress Committee. The
Secretary is Mr. Ram Reddy, your host, when you last came to Nellore.
He belongs to the most influential family of the Reddy community and his
prosecution has carried our gospel to far-off nooks and corners which
would have otherwise been impenetrable ....
1 Only excerpts reproduced here